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ORIGINAL HERALD COVERAGE OF BINGMAN’S DRUG STORE BOMBING
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Circleville Herald
BINGMAN’S BOMBING • 50 YEARS AGO TODAY

BY STEVEN COLLINS
STAFF REPORTER

CIRCLEVILLE— Larry 
Schieber was just nine 
years old when the bombing 
took the life of his father, 
Charles, on April 15, 1967.

Schieber remembers a 
swift change of emotion on 
the day. He had spent the 
better part of it at a Cub 
Scout camp prior to receiv-
ing the devastating news.

“I remember it well,” he 
said. “At nine-years-old, it’s 
hard to process something 
like that. It went from a 

very fun day, then to being 
told something like that and 
being taken to your mom. 
I had never experienced 
anything like that. It was a 
strange turn of events.”

Schieber’s mother, Jean, 
was in the hospital having 
surgery the day before the 
bombing. Larry said that 
over the last 50 years, he’s 
grown to appreciate what 
she went through during that 
terrible time.

“If you have to go through 

BY JONI FOSTER
AUTHOR

Excerpts from the book, 
When Normal Blew Up: The 
Story of the People Who Died 
and the People Who Lived On. 
Used with permission by Red 
Raku Press.

Bingman’s Drug Store was 
located on iconic Main Street, 
about a half-block from the 
center of town. Dean Bing-
man bought the store in 1953. 
Charlie Schieber came along 
the next year and bought the 
drug store from Dean.

Bingman’s was more than 
a drug store; it was stuffed to 
the gills with merchandise, 
more like a variety store with 
a pharmacy in the back. The 

biggest draw for folks, as I have 
said, was the soda fountain and 
lunch counter. Bingman’s was 
a hangout for young and old, 
where you could find the May-
or, local businessmen, and high 
school teenagers alike sitting at 
the counter on red vinyl stools 
or in wooden booths, ordering 
milkshakes and cheeseburgers. 
Many people came just to hang 
out at Bingman’s, to browse the 
store and “be seen.”

Bingman’s must have been 
a great place to work. At the 
beginning of 1967, the store 
employed twenty-one people, 
including three pharmacists. 
Many of the staff had worked 
there forever. I know this 

BY HERALD STAFF

The Ohio Board of Building Stan-
dards (OBBS) has voted to reject the 
complaint made by Circleville City 
Council presidential candidate Mi-
chael R. Parks claiming that renova-
tions on the county commission-
ers’ building are being performed 
without the proper permits.

The OBBS voted 12 yeas and 

1 abstention Friday to accept the 
recommendation by the Department 
of Commerce.

“The staff of the Pickaway 
County Building Department, under 
the direction of the County Com-
missioners, have always strived 
to perform their job duties to the 
highest standard while following all 
laws and regulations as required,” 
said Geoff Davis with the Building 

Dept. “The same person has made 
multiple, baseless complaints to the 
Board of Building Standards and 
they have all been rejected as merit-
less. I am very happy that this office 
and its staff have once again been 
vindicated by the Board of Building 
Standards as to how we conduct our 
operations.”

The official Department of 
Commerce recommendation to the 

OBBS reads as follows:
“A complaint was received on 

March 8, 2017, from Mr. Michael 
Parks alleging that work being per-
formed at the commissioner officer 
building located at 139 W. Frank-
lin St. Circleville, Ohio is being 
performed without approvals. After 
contacting the building official, Mr. 
Geoff Davis at Pickaway County 
Building, it was determined that 

an approval was issued November 
17, 2015 (Approval #2015001018) 
and that construction of the project 
is being phased by areas of the 
building while being occupied 
by the commissioners to keep the 
building operational. Mr. Davis 
indicated that inspections have been 
done as requested and that work 

The Circleville Herald front page from April 17, 1967. Since the bombing happened on a Saturday and the Herald had no 
Sunday paper, this was the fi rst day of full coverage.
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OBBS rejects complaint by city council presidential candidate

BY THE HERALD STAFF, 1967

Editor’s Note: This story was originally published two 
days after the Bingman’s Drug Store Bombing that oc-
curred on April 15,1967. We are publishing it in its entirety 
in commemoration of the 50th anniversary.

Blast, Inferno Claim Lives of Five Persons
Bomb Carrier Listed as Victim; Mass Funeral Rites Set

Circleville is slowly but surely recovering from what is 
considered the worst tragedy in the city’s history.

Disaster struck quickly at 12:30 p.m. Saturday when a 
despondent husband carried a homemade bomb into Bing-
man’s Drug Store, 148 W. Main St. The explosions and fire 

of tremendous proportion that followed claimed at least five 
lives, destroyed three downtown businesses and numer-
ous upper level apartments and left the community grief-
stricken.

The casaulty list compiled after a round-the-clock inspec-
tion of the demolished area disclosed this toll:

Charles A. Shreiber, 48, of 395 Ridge Wood Drive—pro-
prietor of Bingman Drugs; Ted Foster, 37, Kollwood Village 
— pharmacist; Mrs. Lawerence O. Lagore, 117 W. Mill St.—
clerk; Mrs. Charles Willison, 36, Route 4—bookkeeper; Lee 
Holbrook, Circleville, identified as the man who carried the 
bomb into the store.
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